
Want to go?

What: Holocaust survivor Eva Kor lecture:
“Triumph of the Human Spirit, from Auschwitz to
Forgiveness.”

Details: 2:30 p.m. May 4, Temple Israel, Shalom
Park. 4901 Providence Road; 7:30 p.m. May 4,
Duke Family Performance Hall, Alvarez College
Union, Davidson College, Faculty Drive,
Davidson.

Admission: Free.

- COURTESY OF EVA KOR

Eva Kor will tell her story, “Triumph of the Human Spirit, from

Auschwitz to Forgiveness,” on May 4 in a discussion at Davidson

College and again at South Charlotte’s Shalom Park.

By Michael J. Solender

Eva Kor can never forget the
unspeakable horrors that befell her, her
twin sister, family and countless other
victims of the Holocaust.

Kor, 80, was only 10 years old when her
family was interned at Auschwitz, the
infamous Nazi Germany death camp, in
1944.

But she has learned to forgive. Through
this selfless act, Kor has unburdened
herself from being a lifelong victim and
prisoner of circumstance. Instead, she’s
found liberating power in forgiveness
and fuel for inspiring others.

She’ll tell her story, “Triumph of the
Human Spirit, from Auschwitz to
Forgiveness,” on May 4 in a discussion
at Davidson College and again at South
Charlotte’s Shalom Park.

“Anger and pain are seeds for war,” said
Kor, who makes dozens of public
appearances annually, “Forgiveness is a
seed for peace.”

Horrific genetic experimentation

Kor and her twin sister, Miriam, were
born in the small village of Portz,
Romania, in 1934. At age 6, the village
was occupied by the Hungarian Nazi
armed guard. A four years later, Kor
along with her entire family were
relocated first to the ethnic ghetto of
Simleu Silvaniei, then on to Auschwitz.

Traveling like cattle in a packed rail car, Kor and her family endured 70 hours with no food or water
en route to the death camp. Upon arrival, the twin girls were stripped away from their family, never to
see their mother or sisters again.

The young girls were one of approximately 1,500 sets of twins that were used as human guinea pigs
in the well-documented horrific genetic experimentation conducted under orders of Dr. Joseph
Mengele.

More than nine months of unspeakable mutilation, starvation and the most inhumane living
conditions imaginable could not break the twins’ steadfast determination and sheer will to live. The
girls were two of an estimated 200 individuals victimized by these experiments to survive.

Kor and her sister were among those liberated form Auschwitz by the Russians in January 1945.
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The Charlotte Observer welcomes your comments on news of the day. The more voices engaged in
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us your tip - or - consider joining the Public Insight Network and become a source for The Charlotte
Observer.
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The pair found themselves in three refugee camps during the next nine months before returning to
Romania to settle with an aunt.

She immigrated to Israel in 1950, received a solid education and joined the army. Kor rose to the
rank of sergeant major in the Israeli Army Engineering Corp. She met her husband, Michael Kor, an
American tourist in Israel and like her a Holocaust survivor. The couple married and returned to
Michael’s adopted hometown of Terre Haute, Ind.

With the passing of the years, Kor thought often of the other Holocaust children and wondered what
became of them. She felt compelled to try to locate other survivors and with her sister began to
search for other survivors of Mengele’s experimentation.

With her twin, Kor founded CANDLES – Children of Auschwitz Nazi Deadly Lab Experiments
Survivors – in 1984. She chose the acronym as she felt the organization would shed light on a
hidden and dark chapter of the Holocaust. CANDLES has reconnected 122 individual twins living
across 10 countries and four continents since its inception.

Though her sister has passed away, Kor continues on with her message and is the face of the
CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center of Terre Haute.

Forgiveness advocacy

Her message is viewed as controversial by many survivors, Jews and gentiles alike. Kor maintains
her public declaration of forgiveness is in her name alone. This action is her “right to be free of
everything imposed upon me.”

Kor says she’s frequently contacted by victims of abuse, often teens or young adults. “I want people,
young people in particular, to know that hope can come from despair and tomorrow will follow
disaster,” said Kor. “Forgiveness, is the best revenge, it has allowed me to take control and have
power over the situation.”

Michael J. Solender is a freelance writer. Have a story idea for Michael? Email him at
michaeljsolender@gmail.com.
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