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Historic house ready for new chapter in a new spot

Built in 1804, the Grier-Rea house has rare design features.
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The Grier-Rea House as it looks today. Courtesy Landmarks Commission

Michael J. Solender for Neighbors of the City. His column is called 'neighborhoods'

More Information

For information:

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission: www.cmhpf.org.

Historic Charlotte Inc.: www.historiccharlotte.org.

For the past nine years, Charlotte residents have patiently watched the progress of the historic Grier-Rea house restoration. The structure, a rare surviving federal-style

plantation house built in 1804, has been transformed through an extensive restoration project.

I saw the home up close recently, when I toured this grand dame and experienced the glory of this significant local historic landmark.

Through thoughtful and caring restoration by the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission, the home has received a certificate of occupancy and has

been put on the market.

The long and arduous project began in 2002, when the house, in a state of decay, was slated for the wrecking ball as it stood on its original site at the corner of Rea and
Colony roads in south Charlotte.
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Long unoccupied, the home was to be torn down to make room for the Colony Place shopping center. But the Landmarks Commission recognized the significance of the

house and acted quickly to save it.

"We contacted the family about preserving the house," said Dan Morrill, the consulting director for Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission.

"The project was very, very difficult, as it involved finding a new home site, physically moving the house (it was relocated to the corner of Providence and Alexander
roads) and extensive restoration. In the end, what we have is an evocative landmark, filled with memories."

Built in 1804 by early Mecklenburg County settler the Rev. Isaac Grier, the house was established halfway between the Providence and Sardis Presbyterian churches,
where he preached. In 1872, John Laney Rea Sr. acquired the house, and it remained in the Rea family until 2002.

One of the oldest plantation houses surviving in Mecklenburg County, the house stands in tribute to the rural heritage of this part of the county.

The commission has designated the Grier-Rea house a local landmark, one of many such historically significant properties in the county with such a designation. The

commission has also filed an application for a listing with the National Register of Historic Places.

"The house is an architectural treasure," said Stewart Gray, a preservation planner with the Landmarks Commission. "There are very few surviving homes of this era with

such stunning design features." Gray noted the hand-carved pine wainscoting, intricate dentil molding and fine craftsmanship and intricate construction details
throughout the home.

Gray said the fundamental purpose of the commission is to recommend the designation of properties for historic landmark designation and to secure their preservation

through exercising design review and by buying and selling endangered historic landmarks.

Its work complete, the commission is looking for a buyer who will appreciate the historical significance of the home and work to further enhance this wonderful landmark.

The house has many special features, such as a front and back staircase, many original 19th-century doors, three working fireplaces (the other three had to be bricked

off due to code issues and the inability to place standard-size flues in the second-floor chimneys) and even a bit of mystery.

"With homes this old, it is often impossible to know with certainty when alterations were made. We know, for example, that certain walls, hallways and even entire rooms
were added on to the original structure but can't be certain as to exactly when.

"The floor plan most certainly evolved over time. Certain features such as the center hallway became popular with the influence of Greek Revival style in the 1820s, for

example, well after the initial construction."

Gray pointed out that during renovation, previously undiscovered second-story windows were uncovered intact, having been paneled directly over with wood siding.

Historic Charlotte Inc., a nonprofit organization helping to promote and protect the heritage of the greater Charlotte region, recently held a gathering and reception for its

members at the Grier-Rea house.

"Preservation is alive and well in and around Charlotte," said Executive Director Diane Althouse.

According to Althouse, the privately funded organization works to support grassroots community preservation efforts that strive to retain connections to our area's historic
past. The organization provides expertise to individuals, organizations and institutions involved in such efforts.

One can only imagine the views from the windows of this home in 1804: Thomas Jefferson occupied the White House; James Turner was the governor of North Carolina;
young Conrad Reed brought home a 17-pound "yellow rock" five years earlier in nearby Cabarrus County.

Standing in the downstairs parlor of the Grier-Rea house on centuries-old floor boards, gazing out the windows, it isn't that difficult to dream of that time.

Michael J. Solender is a freelance writer. Have an idea for him? Reach him at michaeljsolender@gmail.com
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