
Thought Catalog

About

Twi�er

Latest Thought

Twi�er Has Some Bizarre Opinions On Who Should Have Won An Oscar

There were plenty of people pe��oning online that Leonardo DiCaprio should have finally won an Oscar, but

there was something much more ...
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By Michael J. Solender 

Michael J. Solender has wri�en hundreds of feature ar�cles for regional and na�onal publica�ons. He is a

regular ...

Read more »

Looking northwest across 6th Ave from West 53rd Street at the Hilton on a sunny midday. /

Jim.henderson

My wife and I lived together for twelve years before deciding to officially �e the knot and get married. While

the extended courtship was never a source of any par�cular consterna�on for either of us, the absence of

nup�als caused excessive angst for my mother. A consummate score keeper, mother was always reminding us

there were countless shower gi�s and wedding presents owed us from her friends awai�ng if and when we

ever decided to walk down the aisle.

Why I Brought My Mother On My Honeymoon | Thought Catalog h�p://thoughtcatalog.com/michael-j-solender/2014/03/why-i-brought-...

2 of 11 3/3/2014 12:54 PM



We o�en joked with her that it was this very fact that served as a contribu�ng factor preven�ng us from ge�ng

married. We were in our 30s, owned property together, and had an en�re house full of stuff and did not need

any fancy glass blobs from her friends. We agreed when the �me was right, we’d have a small civil ceremony

with no hoopla or par�es. No showers, no gi�s, no big event.

In the twel�h year of our engagement the equa�on changed for us. My father passed away a�er a protracted

illness. Three months a�er his death, we decided it was �me to do the deed. A bit of good fortune and luck

played into the decision and made it an easy one to make.

I won a raffle that awarded me two round trip airline �ckets anywhere in the U.S. and 5 free nights at any Hilton

Hotel in the country. We lived in Los Angeles at the �me and decided we wanted to use the raffle winnings to

visit New York City. We would take a connec�ng flight through Las Vegas, make a quick 5 hour stop to get

married and have dinner, then take the red-eye to NYC.

We convinced my mother to meet us there where we would host her for a week in the Big Apple, her first trip

a�er my father’s death.

My parents had been married for forty years when he died and losing her life’s partner was of course

devasta�ng for my mother. A Midwestern girl who had always lived in Minneapolis, my mother loved to travel,

especially to New York City. My father took her there every year. It was their town and they always did it up

right.

Related Thought

These Are The Things I Wanted To Do With You

I wanted to always fall asleep next to you and wake up there too. I wanted to feel your arms wrapped around

me and I wanted to lay my head on your chest and follow the beat of your heart as you slept.

Mom agreed to meet us and I made all the travel arrangements.

We kept the wedding part a secret planning to tell her on the evening we met up in New York.

Redeeming the voucher for the airline �ckets went off without a hitch. It was a different story for the hotel. The

New York City Hilton Towers was less than accommoda�ng when I tried to use my voucher for the free stay

claiming no availability. When I went online and immediately booked rooms with no trouble at all I was upset to

the point of firing off a terse, but professional, le�er to the president of Hilton Hotels. It was only two weeks

prior to our travel and I didn’t expect a response. I was not disappointed. I planned one last valiant try in

person upon arrival in New York.

Our plan went flawlessly. Our wedding at the Li�le Graceland Chapel (Bon Jovi was married there, Joan Collins,

several �mes) was kitschy, laugh filled and complete with the finest Elvis impersonator and a freshly rounded

up Doctor of Divinity to perform the 5 minute ceremony. We arrived in NYC early the next morning and met my

mother at the hotel later that a�ernoon.

At the hotel check-in, I asked to speak with the manager, pleaded my case and explained the unaccommoda�ng

phone transac�on of two weeks earlier. He promised to look into it and get back with us.
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We met up with my mom later and took in a few sights and an early dinner. At dinner we told mom the news.

Naturally the tears ensued and her ini�al response of shock and surprise quickly moved into disappointment

that she wouldn’t be able to host a large ceremony. This no�on quickly dissipated and her wheels began to turn

as she plo�ed an acceptable course of ac�on. She would be damned if she was going to let us get out of her

throwing a score-se�ling party where her friends could pay her back with gi�s for her kids!

We weren’t going to argue with her. She’d had a tough go with my dad’s passing and here she was in New York,

enjoying herself. We were going to have a great �me over the next week; we could worry about par�es later.

Returning to the hotel, I found my key would not open the door to our room. I made a quick trip downstairs

where the front desk clerk presented me with a note from the hotel’s General Manager. It was a very sincere

and lengthy apology taking full responsibility for a misunderstanding about the voucher. He had learned

(apparently from my earlier le�er to Hilton’s president) that this was my honeymoon and as a goodwill gesture

they were upgrading my room to the top floor, 2500 square foot, 3 bedroom, penthouse suite overlooking

Central Park for the dura�on of my stay.

The desk clerk told me that he had the bellman already move our things from our room to the penthouse suite

and he would have me and my wife escorted upstairs to our room where some special honeymoon champagne

awaited us, courtesy of the hotel.

“What about my mother?” I asked.

“Excuse me?” The look on the desk clerk’s face was bemused.

“My mother, she’s staying here as well.”

“I don’t understand sir, isn’t this your honeymoon?” His face now was contor�ng and I was playing it to the hilt.

“Yes, you said the suite is 2500 square feet and has 3 bedrooms, correct?”

“You’d like your mother..in your honeymoon suite..is that correct???” He must have thought I was completely

nuts.

“Yep.” It was all I could do to keep from completely breaking up.

“Very well sir!”

For the next 17 years, my mother got more mileage out of that story insis�ng upon my telling of the �me we

took her on our honeymoon every chance she got. I never turned her down and to this day is my most las�ng

memory of our �me together. 
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Twi�er Has Some Bizarre Opinions On Who Should Have Won An Oscar

There were plenty of people pe��oning online that Leonardo DiCaprio should have finally won an Oscar,

but there was something much more horrific going on deep within the internet.

By Rob Fee 

You can follow me on Twi�er or you can follow me in real life if you're in Louisville right now.

Read more »
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You Helped Me Remember And Forget

I giggled at your frankness.

By Alexia LaFata 

Alexia is a classic ENFJ with an affinity for black leggings, black dresses, and coffee (not black,

though surely ...

Read more »

28 Mildly Annoying Things We Never Have To Deal With Again

4. Being removed from a so-called friend’s Top 8 on Myspace.

By Ma� Saccaro 

Ma� Saccaro has reached millions of readers with his ar�cles on Salon, Thought Catalog,

Medium, and BuzzFeed. He ...

Read more »
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24 Times When You Should Just Not

4. When people are enjoying a movie or TV show and you constantly remind them that the book is be�er.

By Ma� Saccaro 

Ma� Saccaro has reached millions of readers with his ar�cles on Salon, Thought Catalog,

Medium, and BuzzFeed. He ...

Read more »
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